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Identification and physical priority of factors
affecting the preservation and maintenance of sports
talents

(Case study of Sistan and Baluchestan province)
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Abstract:

This research was conducted with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the factors
affecting the maintenance of sports talents in Sistan and Baluchestan province. The method
of conducting this research was a mixed method and a combination of qualitative and
quantitative. Mixed research methods are an interactive scientific method that enriches
research results because they explain the topics under study by examining the perspectives
of elites and practitioners. The sampling method in the qualitative section was a combination
of purposive and snowball sampling. The participants in the qualitative part consisted of
elites and sports practitioners in Sistan and Baluchestan province, which continued using
semi-structured interviews with 12 of them until theoretical saturation was reached. Then, a
three-stage coding was carried out and 68 codes were categorized into 19 sub-themes and 10
main themes. Based on the findings of the qualitative section, a questionnaire was created
and distributed among 40 sports elites of the province in a targeted manner, based on which
the searched themes were prioritized. The Group Analytic Hierarchy Process (GAHP) is a
method for determining the weight of criteria and prioritizing options based on the views of
several experts, which are compared and weighted in pairs. Accordingly, the components of
economic problems (weight 0.215), managerial weaknesses (weight 0.209), weak facilities
(weight 0.170), support for athletes (weight 0.086), weak communication of the provincial
media (weight 0.069), pressure of relationships on the rules (weight 0.065), corruption
(weight 0.061), political interference (weight 0.050), weak sports of athletes (weight 0.047),
problems with contracts (weight 0.028) are the most important components of maintaining
and maintaining sports talents in Sistan and Baluchestan province.

Keyword: Sports talent, athlete support, political interference, sports contracts, sports
management.
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