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Analysis and Ranking of Key Factors in Identifying
Talented Sports Referees Using the ANP Approach

seyed amin dehghan banadaki ! hamed salari 2

V. PhD in Sports Management, University of Tabriz.
Y. Assistant Professor, Department of Sports Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Ardakan, Ardakan, Iran.

Abstract:

This study sought to identify and prioritize the principal criteria influencing the
identification of competent sports referees through the Analytic Network Process (ANP)
methodology. This study is descriptive-analytical and quantitative, using data acquired via
library research and paired comparison surveys from 50 experts in sports officiating. The
findings indicated that four primary factors -experience (35%), decision-making abilities
(28%), personality characteristics (22%), and physical fitness (15%])- are the most significant
criteria for identifying proficient sports referees. The results demonstrate that "experience”
and "cognitive skills" are the paramount determinants of referee success; thus, seasoned
referees, owing to their enhanced understanding of the rules and framework of the
competition, possess a superior capacity to navigate intricate situations and render prompt
and precise decisions. The findings indicated that personality qualities such as emotional
regulation, stress management, and self-assurance significantly influence referees’
performance in high-pressure scenarios. Physical fitness, although possessing the least
proportional importance, significantly influences judgment quality, since referees with
superior physical fitness can more effectively traverse the field and render more precise
verdicts. This study advocates for the design and implementation of referee training and
talent identification programs that prioritize the enhancement of experience, cognitive
abilities, personality characteristics, and physical fitness to elevate the quality and
impartiality of sports officiating. This study's findings can significantly aid sports federations
and educational institutions in enhancing the selection and training processes for referees.

Keyword: Talented referees, talent identification, Analytic Network Process (ANP),
sports management, decision-making skills, personality traits, physical fitness, refereeing
experience.
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